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MEDIA RELEASE

19 November, 2009
TOWNSVILLE DAD DONATES MONEY TO THE
ASTHMA FOUNDATION OF QUEENSLAND

Asthma Kills! That’s the message that Graham Malthouse wants to deliver
to the people of Townsville when he hands over a cheque for more than
$14,000 to the Asthma Foundation of Queensland on Thursday 26
November, 2009.

Graham is a quiet man who doesn’t seek the limelight, but since his only
child Brodie (Yoda) died of an asthma attack in February 2008 at age 20,
Graham has been campaigning to educate more people about this
potentially life-threatening disease.

“There seems to be a lot of publicity given to accidents and other diseases
such as cancer and leukaemia,” he said, “but | never hear anything about
people dying from asthma.”

Over the past year Graham has been quietly fundraising, and on Thursday
26 November the Asthma Foundation of Queensland’s representative
Rosemary Walker will meet with him and Townsville’s regional asthma
educator to accept the cheque.

“This money will go towards the regional asthma educators program,”
Rosemary said, with over 17,000 sufferers in Townsville, asthma education
is an on-going requirement for those people with asthma, their families and
carers.”

“It can be surprising for people to realise that one Queenslander dies every
week from asthma.”

More than twenty-five asthma education sessions have been conducted in
the Townsville area since the regional asthma educators program began in
2007.

The Asthma Foundation of Queensland is committed to ensuring that
people throughout the state have the opportunity to access education and
information to help manage their asthma. Through the Regional Asthma
Educator program, the foundation is aiming to place volunteer asthma
educators in communities throughout Queensland. Volunteer asthma
educators are health professionals who generously give their time to
conduct asthma workshops for groups in their local community. For further
information email info@asthmagqld.org.au
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